
Deed of Arrangements for Cohabiting Couples 
 

This Deed is made the                   day of                             200 
 
BETWEEN :- 
 
(1) Name/Address 
and 
(2) Name/Address 
 
NOW THIS DEED WITNESSETH AS FOLLOWS :- 
 
1.  Recital 
 
(a)   The parties intend that this deed shall be legally binding on them and their respective 

personal representatives and estates. 
 
(b) Both parties acknowledge that they have had the benefit of independent legal advice as 

to the terms and effect of this deed and that it is entered into freely and voluntarily. 
 
(c) The parties are living together and the purpose of this deed is to create legally binding 

arrangements as to the financial and other matters during the course of their co-
habitation. 

 
 
2.  Property 
 
(a) Any property owned solely by one party prior to the date of this deed, whether acquired 

by purchase, inheritance, gift or otherwise, and any income derived from it shall remain 
the property of that party regardless of any increase in value. 

 
(b) Any property acquired after the date of this deed by either party, whether acquired by 

purchase, inheritance, gift or otherwise, and any income derived from it and any 
increase in its value will belong to both parties equally unless they expressly agree 
otherwise in writing; 

  or 
 
 Any property acquired after the date of this deed, whether acquired by purchase, 

inheritance, gift or otherwise, and any income derived from it and any increase in its 
value shall remain the separate property of the owning party. 

 
(c) All items of personal use shall remain the sole property of the party by whom they are 

used regardless of the method of acquisition. 
 

(d) All property acquired jointly after the date of this deed shall be deemed to belong to both 
parties as beneficial joint tenants regardless of their respective contributions towards 
acquisition unless they provide otherwise in writing and identify their respective shares or 
interest in such property;  



 or 
 
 All property acquired jointly by the parties after the date of this deed shall belong to 

them as beneficial tenants in common in shares corresponding to their respective 
contributions towards acquisition unless they provide otherwise in writing. 

 
3.  Gifts 
 
Any gift from one party to the other shall be deemed to be an absolute gift unless it is expressly 
given on the condition that it will be returned to the Donor on the termination of the parties 
relationship, such condition to be given in writing to the Donee 
 
4.  Bank Accounts 
 
(a) Each party will maintain a separate bank or building society account and the funds in 

each such account will remain the separate property of the account holder 
 
(b) The parties will open and maintain an account in their joint names (the joint account) 
 
 The joint account and any interest credited to it shall belong to the parties in equal 

shares regardless of the sums which either of them have paid into or withdrawn from the 
account. 

 
(c) Each party may draw cheques on and withdraw cash from the joint account (up to a limit 

of £*) and any cheques or withdrawals exceeding the sum agreed shall be signed or 
made by both parties. 

 
(d) If either party purchases goods acquires assets or makes investments in his or her sole 

name with funds withdrawn from the joint account such goods assets or investments 
shall be deemed to belong solely to the party making the purchase acquisition or 
investment unless the parties agree otherwise in writing. 

 
(e) The parties shall pay into the joint account equally or *% by (1) and *% by (2) being 

sums sufficient to meet the common living expenses which shall include but are not 
restricted to the following:- 

  
Mortgage repayments or rent 

Building and household insurance premiums 
Charges for water and sewerage rates 

Council Tax or any like liability 
Gas 

Electricity 
Telephone 

Food 
Television and video rental 

Television Licence 
Household Goods 

Decorating and Repairs 



Car Maintenance 
 

 (The parties shall agree and list which items are to be considered as joint and recorded in 
writing at the time of agreement) 

 
5. 
 
(a) Any credit agreements, finance agreements or loan agreements entered into by one party 

and in the sole name of that party shall be repaid by that party alone or equally or as to 
*% by (1) and *% by (2) 

 
(b) Any credit agreements, finance agreements or loan facilities entered into by both parties 

shall be repaid by (1) alone or by (2) alone or equally or as to *% by (1) and *% by (2) 
 
6. Debts 
 
(a) Except as provided in clause 5 above each of the parties shall remain personally liable 

for any current and future debts incurred in his or her sole name. 
 
(b) Property acquired by one party prior to the date of this deed subject to finance 

agreement, credit agreements, hire purchase or loan facilities shall be deemed to be the 
property of the party liable under such finance agreement, credit agreement, hire 
purchase or loan facility and that party shall be solely responsible in respect of any 
repayment 

 
(c) Any existing or future loans received from the family of either party shall be deemed to 

be the joint liability of both parties and repayments shall be made equally or as to *% by 
(1) and *% by (2) or by (1) alone or by (2) alone ; or 

 
(d) Any existing or future loans received from the family of either party shall be deemed to 

be the sole liability of the party by whose family such loan is made and repayments shall 
be made equally or as to *% by (1) and *% by (2) or by (1) alone or by (2) alone. 

 
7. Life Insurance 
 
(a) Each party will take out a policy of insurance in his or her life in the sum of £               

for the benefit of the other party and will maintain that policy in full force until 
termination of this deed 

 
(b) Neither party shall charge nor assign such policies of insurance 
 
(c) Each party shall at the other party’s request authorise the insurer to disclose to the party 

for whose benefit the policy is maintained any information as that party may from time 
to time request. 

 
8. Cars 
 



(a) Any motor vehicle solely owned by either party at the date of this deed or any 
replacement vehicle that may be acquired shall remain the separate property of the 
owning property ; or 

 
(b) Any motor vehicle shall be deemed to be jointly owned in equal shares or as to % to (1) 

and  % to (2) regardless of when or by whom it was acquired and regardless of which 
parties name appears on the Vehicle Registration Document except that any motor 
vehicle subject to finance or credit agreement at the date of termination of the 
relationship shall be deemed to be the property of the party liable under such agreement 

 
(c) Either party is solely responsible for the costs of acquiring, insuring, taxing and running 

his or her own vehicle and each party will permit and effect insurance cover to enable 
the other party to drive his or her vehicle. 

 
9. Wills 
 
Each party is aware of the rights of the survivor in the event of the death of either party and each 
party intends to execute a Will as soon as practicable. 
 
10. Pensions 
 
(a) Each party shall nominate the other to receive the whole or   % of the pension and death 

in service benefits and/or any other payments due under any pension scheme or policy 
of which he or she may from time to time be a member. 

 
(b) Each party shall at the other’s request provide written evidence that such nomination has 

been made and recorded by the Trustees for the time being of any or all such schemes to 
which it relates. 

 
(c) Except on termination or variation of this deed any nomination made in accordance with 

the provisions of Clause 9 above shall not be cancelled or altered without the prior 
written consent of the other party. 

 
11. Enduring Power of Attorney 
 
Each party shall execute an instrument in the form required by the Enduring Powers of Attorney 
Act 1985 appointing the other party to be his/her attorney pursuant to the provisions of the Act 
 
12. Provision for Termination of this Deed 
 
This deed shall cease to have effect on the first of the following to occur :- 
 

 The death of either party 
 The marriage of the parties to each other 
 The parties agreeing that the deed should be varied or terminated and a deed of variation or 

termination being executed to that effect 
 The parties having lived apart for a continuous period of          weeks and one party giving to 

the other party written notice that this deed shall cease to have effect 



 The expiry of a period of           weeks commencing on the date when either party gives 
written notice of termination to the other party 



 
13. Transitional Provisions 
 
In the event of termination on the grounds set out in Clause 12 above the following transitional 
provisions shall apply: 
 
Bank and Building Society Accounts 
 

 Neither party shall make any further cheque or cash withdrawals from the joint account 
 Both parties shall take steps immediately to make sure that no further sums are credited to 

the joint account 
 Both parties shall punctually pay and settle outstanding living expenses in the proportions 

agreed above 
 Both parties shall surrender immediately any credit cards or like cards to the card owner in 

respect of the joint account and any sole named accounts where the other party is an 
additional card holder or authorised user 

 Each party shall indemnify the other in respect of any losses arising from either party’s 
failure to pay their respective shares of all debts, overdrafts and interest repayments 

 
Jointly owned goods and chattels 
 
All goods and chattels jointly owned by the parties will be divided equally between them and failing 
deed as to the division of such goods and chattels shall be sold and the proceeds divided equally 
between the parties or in the proportions provided in clause 2 above. 
 
Enduring Powers of Attorney 
 
Each party shall revoke any Powers of Attorney executed in Clause 11 above. 
 
IN WITNESS whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands the day and year first before 
written 

 

 
SIGNED by the said 
 
in the presence of :- 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED by the said 
 
in the presence of :- 
 
 


